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Features 
• Mammoth Fundraiser 

• In Memoriam – Linda Ferzoco 

• Recent Addition to the Garden 

• Monterey Pine Improvements 

• Donors for 2nd Half of 2009 

• HOBA Volunteers 

 

Calendar of Events 
• Mammoth Fundraiser, Feb 27-28 

• Kathy Shaner will be in the garden on the 

following dates: 

Feb 20-28, 2010 

Mar 1-2, 2010 

 

Grant Source Request 

BGLM is looking for Grantors for projects listed 

in the garden such as the Shohin Bench, new 

garden gate, path modification/renewal, and 

others. If you know sources please contact 

Andrea Burhoe at 

bonsailakemerritt@gmail.com. 

 

 

Garden Factoids 
Recent Trees Donated to  

the BGLM 
362 – Japanese White Pine: Gary Tom 

363 – Japanese Black Pine:Terry and Carol 

Choy 

365 – Fire Thorn: Frank and Margaret Gee, 

a gift from Calvin Lum 

366 – Pomegranate: Frank and Margaret 

Gee, restyled by Marco Invernizzi, Yasuo 

Mitsuya and Peter Warren.  

367 – Sierra Juniper: Frank and Margaret 

Gee, restyled by Marco Invernizzi, Yasuo 
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It Is Mammoth Fundraiser Time!
For the bonsai enthusiast, young and old, experienced or beginners, the 

opportunity comes February 27th and 28th, 2010 at the Garden Center of Lake 

Merritt. 

 

Invite family and friends to attend!   

Experience the excitement of a fast paced auction! 

 

Enjoy watching our sensei, Kathy Shaner, create a masterpiece 

bonsai right before your eyes, have a bite to eat, a cup of 

coffee, and meet new friends.

 

Get in on some good buys, see vendors for tools and pots, 

win in the raffles and silent auction.

 

Sell on consignment or donate to the tree sales and 

benefit drawing items; your donations will be greatly 

appreciated. 

 

DON’T MISS IT!  More Information?  Check out the Auction links and 

now the auction item preview at: http://www.gsbf-bonsai.org/lake

 

4th Saturday Work Day 
For some time now the BGLM Board has been talking about establishing a regular 

work day for tasks in the garden. They have decided on 

the month as a day when volunteers can gather to work at 

cleaning, removing pollen sacks, trimming trees, etc.  

cancel the event for that month. We have chosen the 

Hands on Bay Area volunteers come on the 3rd Saturday and other Gardens have 

other Saturday scheduled. Be sure to come by and see all the changes happening 

in the bonsai garden as well as all the gardens around us

  

Preview Auction Items Online
Thanks to Carl Morimoto and Bob Gould there are 104 pictures of Mammoth 

Fundraiser Auction items online for your viewing. Click on the preview link to view 

all the items: http://www.gsbf-bonsai.org/lake-merritt/
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Fundraiser Time! 
For the bonsai enthusiast, young and old, experienced or beginners, the 

, 2010 at the Garden Center of Lake 

Enjoy watching our sensei, Kathy Shaner, create a masterpiece 

bonsai right before your eyes, have a bite to eat, a cup of 

coffee, and meet new friends. 

Get in on some good buys, see vendors for tools and pots, 

in the raffles and silent auction. 

Sell on consignment or donate to the tree sales and 

benefit drawing items; your donations will be greatly 

MISS IT!  More Information?  Check out the Auction links and 

bonsai.org/lake-merritt/ 

For some time now the BGLM Board has been talking about establishing a regular 

work day for tasks in the garden. They have decided on every fourth Saturday of 

work at weeding, bench 

 If there is rain then we would 

 4th Saturday because the 

the 3rd Saturday and other Gardens have 

scheduled. Be sure to come by and see all the changes happening 

in the bonsai garden as well as all the gardens around us.   

Preview Auction Items Online 

ks to Carl Morimoto and Bob Gould there are 104 pictures of Mammoth 

Fundraiser Auction items online for your viewing. Click on the preview link to view 

rritt/ 
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Mitsuya and Peter Warren 

368 – Grape: Frank and Margaret Gee, 

from Rancho Cucamonga; believed to be 

over 200 years old 

369 – Coast Live Oak: Frank and Margaret 

Gee; collected by Calvin Lum 

370 – Redwood: Frank and Margaret Gee, 

collected by Bob and Zack Shimon 

371 – Seiju Elm: Frank and Margaret Gee 

372 – Trident Maple: Frank and Margaret 

Gee; purchased from Benny Kim 

373 – Foemina Juniper: Dorothy Place 

and styled by Kathy Shaner at GSBF 

Convention 2009. 

Several more trees donated by Linda 

Ferzoco  

 
http://www.gsbf-bonsai.org/lake-merritt/ 

 

 

 

GSBF Bonsai Garden at Lake 

Merritt 

Board of Directors 
Gordon Deeg – Chairman 

Grace Li – Recording Secretary 

Laurie Feetham – Corresponding Secretary 

Andrea Burhoe – Treasurer  

Bob Gould – Director of Facilities 

Linda Soliven – Volunteer Coordinator, Mammoth 

Fundraiser Event 

Kathy Shaner – Curator 

Jerry Carpenter – Newsletter/Website 

Kay Hardy – Docent Scheduling 

Al Hightower – Irrigation 

Phyllis Swanson – Awards Coordinator &  

Donor Registry 

Gareth Shepherd– GSBF Liaison 

 

Directors Emeritus 

Walter Brainerd, Warren Clark, Bill Hashimoto, John 

Planting, 

Gene Kremer, Jim Ransohoff, Ray Thieme 

 

 

Contact the editor of The Collection-Connection at 

gsbcnorth@gmail.com 

bonsailakemerritt@gmail.com or 

jcsf1090@comcast.net. Just specify in the subject 

the newsletter title. 

Thanks to: Cristina Pitzer, Wilson Linker and 

Margaret Coy for proofing. 
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In Memoriam—Linda Ferzoc
Linda Ferzoco, 68, died Jan. 3, 2010, at home in Pacifica surrounded by family and 

close friends.  The memorial service was at 1PM, Sat., Jan

Firehouse, 1227 Danmann Ave., 

Pacifica.

 

She was

to Armando and Josephine (Treggiari) 

Ferzoco; both worked in the garment 

industry.  Linda graduated from 

Waltham High in 1960and Regis 

College. Linda started her science 

career at Mass. Gen. Hospital, moving 

to Cleveland, OH, 

and joining biotech startup 

Genentech in 1980.

 

Linda loved the great outdoors, 

hiking and traveled in North America, 

Italy and Japan.  She enjoyed 

gardening, sewing, knitting, and a lot 

of reading.  She devoted much time 

and energy to fami

caregiver to her mother and father.

 

Linda came to bonsai in 2002 joining Bonsai Society of San Francisco and a monthly 

bonsai work-study group.  She later joined Sei Boku Bonsai Kai of San Mateo.  As 

she did with any of her interests, she joined in wholeheartedly, delving into all 

aspects of the art:  trees, pot and scrolls. 

 

Linda participated eagerly in supporting the Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt as a 

Board member and as a volunteer, setting up Sunday education programs for the 

public, and participating in the tree foster care program, helping to keep records, 

recruit others and imparting information.  Linda forged new frontiers for the 

Garden by engineering and maintaining the Garden website for several years as 

well as providing publicity for Garden events.  Linda worked tirelessly for the 

Mammoth Fundraiser.  She has given generously to the Garden, donating several 

trees from her personal collection for posterity and innumerable pots.    She was a 

fervent supporter of GSBF, for which she became a Trustee for District B until she 

had to resign for health reasons.  

 

Her enthusiasm and determination to travel to see bonsai in Japan and to support 

bonsai in California were an inspiration to those around her as she struggled to 

keep up her activity as long as she could. 

 

Linda is survived by her brother, Paul Ferzoco, nephews Jeff and Ryan and nieces 

Amy and Dani.  Her brother Peter passed away previously.

 

Linda’s remains will be interred at the Columbarium of San Francisco.  

 

Donations may be sent to the Pacifica Resource Center or your local food bank.
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Linda Ferzoco—1941-2010 

Linda Ferzoco, 68, died Jan. 3, 2010, at home in Pacifica surrounded by family and 

was at 1PM, Sat., Jan 23 at the Pedro Point 

Firehouse, 1227 Danmann Ave., 

 

 born Oct. 3, 1941, in Boston 

to Armando and Josephine (Treggiari) 

Ferzoco; both worked in the garment 

industry.  Linda graduated from 

Waltham High in 1960and Regis 

College. Linda started her science 

career at Mass. Gen. Hospital, moving 

to Cleveland, OH, Los Alamos, NM, 

and joining biotech startup 

Genentech in 1980. 

Linda loved the great outdoors, 

hiking and traveled in North America, 

Italy and Japan.  She enjoyed 

gardening, sewing, knitting, and a lot 

of reading.  She devoted much time 

and energy to family, including 

caregiver to her mother and father. 

Linda came to bonsai in 2002 joining Bonsai Society of San Francisco and a monthly 

study group.  She later joined Sei Boku Bonsai Kai of San Mateo.  As 

ined in wholeheartedly, delving into all 

Linda participated eagerly in supporting the Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt as a 

Board member and as a volunteer, setting up Sunday education programs for the 

participating in the tree foster care program, helping to keep records, 

recruit others and imparting information.  Linda forged new frontiers for the 

Garden by engineering and maintaining the Garden website for several years as 

for Garden events.  Linda worked tirelessly for the 

generously to the Garden, donating several 

trees from her personal collection for posterity and innumerable pots.    She was a 

became a Trustee for District B until she 

Her enthusiasm and determination to travel to see bonsai in Japan and to support 

bonsai in California were an inspiration to those around her as she struggled to 

Linda is survived by her brother, Paul Ferzoco, nephews Jeff and Ryan and nieces 

Amy and Dani.  Her brother Peter passed away previously. 

Linda’s remains will be interred at the Columbarium of San Francisco.   

y be sent to the Pacifica Resource Center or your local food bank. 
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Director’s Corner: Gordon Deeg
 
The last quarter in 2009 has been a hard one for the bonsai world.  We lost two very good friends:  Frank Gee and Linda 

Ferzoco.  Frank was from Saratoga and a member of San Jose Betsuin Bonsai Club.  He also was a partner with Shibui Bonsai, 

who provides most of us with very good bonsai material from Japan.  Frank died suddenly after being in good health.  We 

will certainly miss him.  Frank’s wife Margare

bonsai to the garden in Frank’s name.  These trees will become a major part of our 

collection.  Future editions of the Collection Connection will feature each of the donated 

trees.  Linda Ferzoco passed after a

enthusiastic supporter of the Bonsai Garden and devoted much of her time and energy to 

the Garden.  We all suffered with Linda as she battled her illness.  She 

battle, but lost

 

At the end of February the 

the major fund raising event of the year for the collection.  If you have never been to this 

event before now is the time.  On Saturday

to be sold.  

vendors, with trees, pots, soil, tools, and other bonsai supplies.  We also have 

elephant sale where people bring bonsai, pots and other items to sell.  There will be a demonstration by Kathy Shaner, a 

raffle of good bonsai related material including Kathy’s demonstration tree, and a silent auction.  The bonsai garden will be

spiffed up for all to see.  How can you lose?  

 

Linda Soliven is the chairman for the Mammoth Fundraiser for this year, but she is looking to tackle other jobs, so we are 

looking for somebody to replace her for next year.  She has mapped out how to do the 

chairpersons will repeat next year.  See me to inquire about how you can help.

 

Docent hours for 2009 
Yamato         327.5 BSSF           

BASA             290 EBBS           

Marin            116.5 Neighborhood    54

Santa Cruz      47   San Jose       

REBS                   3 These hours accumulated totals from the docent sign

  
 

Newsletter Subscription Form                                                                                  

Golden State Bonsai Federation – Collection

A Quarterly Publication focused on education and points of interest concerning the Collection North

        One year Subscription - $5.00 

       Cash  

Mail Subscription Form with Payment to:

Collecton-Connection 

P.O. Box 16176, Oakland, CA 94610

Date: 
 

Full Name: 
 

Address: 
 

Telephone (Optional) 
 

Email Address (Optional) 
 

Your Club Affiliation (Optional) 
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Director’s Corner: Gordon Deeg 

The last quarter in 2009 has been a hard one for the bonsai world.  We lost two very good friends:  Frank Gee and Linda 

and a member of San Jose Betsuin Bonsai Club.  He also was a partner with Shibui Bonsai, 

who provides most of us with very good bonsai material from Japan.  Frank died suddenly after being in good health.  We 

will certainly miss him.  Frank’s wife Margaret has made some very significant donations of 

bonsai to the garden in Frank’s name.  These trees will become a major part of our 

collection.  Future editions of the Collection Connection will feature each of the donated 

trees.  Linda Ferzoco passed after a long and courageous battle with cancer.  Linda was an 

enthusiastic supporter of the Bonsai Garden and devoted much of her time and energy to 

the Garden.  We all suffered with Linda as she battled her illness.  She 

battle, but lost out in the end.  Her sparkling personality will be missed by all.

At the end of February the Bonsai Garden will be having its Mammoth Fundraiser.  This is 

the major fund raising event of the year for the collection.  If you have never been to this 

before now is the time.  On Saturday, the live auction has over 100 fine bonsai trees 

to be sold.  Sunday offers  what I can best call the “candy store”.   There will be many 

vendors, with trees, pots, soil, tools, and other bonsai supplies.  We also have 

elephant sale where people bring bonsai, pots and other items to sell.  There will be a demonstration by Kathy Shaner, a 

raffle of good bonsai related material including Kathy’s demonstration tree, and a silent auction.  The bonsai garden will be

piffed up for all to see.  How can you lose?   

Linda Soliven is the chairman for the Mammoth Fundraiser for this year, but she is looking to tackle other jobs, so we are 

looking for somebody to replace her for next year.  She has mapped out how to do the fundraiser, and most of the section 

chairpersons will repeat next year.  See me to inquire about how you can help. 

 
BSSF                     302 SBBK                 294

EBBS                     244 Kusamura       209

Neighborhood    54 Napa                  

San Jose                12 Midori                  

These hours accumulated totals from the docent sign-in sheets. 

 

                                                                                 Please Print:

Collection-North: Collection-Connection 

A Quarterly Publication focused on education and points of interest concerning the Collection North

       Two year Subscription - $10.00

       Check 

with Payment to: 

P.O. Box 16176, Oakland, CA 94610-6176 

Amount Enclosed: 
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The last quarter in 2009 has been a hard one for the bonsai world.  We lost two very good friends:  Frank Gee and Linda 

and a member of San Jose Betsuin Bonsai Club.  He also was a partner with Shibui Bonsai, 

who provides most of us with very good bonsai material from Japan.  Frank died suddenly after being in good health.  We 

t has made some very significant donations of 

bonsai to the garden in Frank’s name.  These trees will become a major part of our 

collection.  Future editions of the Collection Connection will feature each of the donated 

battle with cancer.  Linda was an 

enthusiastic supporter of the Bonsai Garden and devoted much of her time and energy to 

the Garden.  We all suffered with Linda as she battled her illness.  She fought the good 

out in the end.  Her sparkling personality will be missed by all. 

s Mammoth Fundraiser.  This is 

the major fund raising event of the year for the collection.  If you have never been to this 

over 100 fine bonsai trees 

what I can best call the “candy store”.   There will be many 

vendors, with trees, pots, soil, tools, and other bonsai supplies.  We also have a green 

elephant sale where people bring bonsai, pots and other items to sell.  There will be a demonstration by Kathy Shaner, a 

raffle of good bonsai related material including Kathy’s demonstration tree, and a silent auction.  The bonsai garden will be 

Linda Soliven is the chairman for the Mammoth Fundraiser for this year, but she is looking to tackle other jobs, so we are 

fundraiser, and most of the section 

294 

Kusamura       209 

      48.5 

       5.5 

in sheets.  

Please Print: 

A Quarterly Publication focused on education and points of interest concerning the Collection North 

$10.00 
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Tree of the Month: Monterey Pines #298 and 
by John Boyce 

 

Monterey Pine #298 was donated to the collection by Larry Ragel within the last year. It was originally styled as a 

demonstration tree by Robert Kinoshita of the Monterey Bonsai Club over a year 

ago. 

Now with the shari creating taper and the top jinned the new look was dra

amazing to say the least. What was good is now better and the tree has great promise in the not too distant future.

 

(Upper left: Original tree before restyling. Upper right: Linda Soliven works on the new

dramatic jin.)  

 

Monterey Pine #151 has a totally different look. The bark is powerful and rugged. Monterey pines often have the growth habit 

of the braches curling back on themselves. There were several branches 

Burhoe carefully wired the branches so that they could repeat this pattern in more sections of the tree.  The lower left hand

branch was removed leaving just a short jin. The reason for this is that the 

branch was deemed to be the better one to keep. A few braches in the upper region will be removed or shortened.
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Monterey Pines #298 and #151 

#298 was donated to the collection by Larry Ragel within the last year. It was originally styled as a 

demonstration tree by Robert Kinoshita of the Monterey Bonsai Club over a year 

 

Over the past year, we  fed and 

sprayed the tree to get it in top 

health so it could undergo restyling 

by Kathy Shaner. The tree originally 

had a full top. The trunk did not 

have good taper. There was also a 

dead area down half the side of the 

trunk. Kathy Shaner had Linda 

Soliven carefully remove the bark 

from the dead area in such a way 

that the shari would have 

movement and not just a straight 

scar. The challenge was to remove 

not only the outer bark but also the 

inner bark so that it would have a 

natural look and not look man-

made. Linda did this over several 

hours with great care. 

 

A jin was created that removed the entire top leaving only one lower branch on 

the right hand side opposite the shari. 

Now with the shari creating taper and the top jinned the new look was dramatic and gave the tree new life.  The effect was 

amazing to say the least. What was good is now better and the tree has great promise in the not too distant future.

Upper left: Original tree before restyling. Upper right: Linda Soliven works on the new shari and jin. Above: Close up of the new 

onterey Pine #151 has a totally different look. The bark is powerful and rugged. Monterey pines often have the growth habit 

of the braches curling back on themselves. There were several branches that displayed this pattern. Kathy Shaner and Andrea 

Burhoe carefully wired the branches so that they could repeat this pattern in more sections of the tree.  The lower left hand

removed leaving just a short jin. The reason for this is that the right hand branch was in a bar position. The right 

the better one to keep. A few braches in the upper region will be removed or shortened.
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#298 was donated to the collection by Larry Ragel within the last year. It was originally styled as a 

A jin was created that removed the entire top leaving only one lower branch on 

 
matic and gave the tree new life.  The effect was 

amazing to say the least. What was good is now better and the tree has great promise in the not too distant future.  

shari and jin. Above: Close up of the new 

onterey Pine #151 has a totally different look. The bark is powerful and rugged. Monterey pines often have the growth habit 

that displayed this pattern. Kathy Shaner and Andrea 

Burhoe carefully wired the branches so that they could repeat this pattern in more sections of the tree.  The lower left hand 

right hand branch was in a bar position. The right 

the better one to keep. A few braches in the upper region will be removed or shortened. 
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The difference

bark, the needles and candles and color of the needles. These 

two Monterey pines are so alike and yet so different.

 

They add new and wonderful additions to the collection. One 

must come and see the differenc

compare the trees with the other types of pines to appreciate 

the unique qualities of the different pines.

 

Many things are happening in the garden this spring; trees are 

being quickly repotted and many are being restyled. It is 

truly exciting place to work. Come join us at the Garden.

 

(Left: Original tree before restyling. Right

the major branch removal and a thinned top
 

 

 

 

Bonsai Garden Lake Merritt Donations
BGLM would like to thank the following donors for contributions during the past 6 months of 2009. It is with the gracious 

donations of our benefactors that we continue to operate a premier bonsai garden. We also recognize at this time all the 

volunteers who continue to donate their time and expertise that allows us to open our doors, 

and educates the public. 

 

 

 

Donations under $100 

Anderson, Sharon B. 

Nichandros, John C. 

Carpenter, James C 

Dilbeck, Janice L. 

Flynn, David B. 

Kudeki, Diana and Ravel 

White, Elaine M. 

Oakes, Richard T. 

Gunn, Jeffrey G 

Traina, Angelo R. 

Clark, Warren D. 

Electric Termites 

Hightower, Allen A. 

Hillside Gardeners of Montclair 

Hutchinson, William K. 

Lum, Diana M. 

Massie, Elizabeth F. 

Austin, Richard 
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The difference between the Monterey and Black pines is in the 

bark, the needles and candles and color of the needles. These 

two Monterey pines are so alike and yet so different. 

They add new and wonderful additions to the collection. One 

must come and see the difference between the two and also 

compare the trees with the other types of pines to appreciate 

the unique qualities of the different pines. 

Many things are happening in the garden this spring; trees are 

being quickly repotted and many are being restyled. It is a 

truly exciting place to work. Come join us at the Garden.  

inal tree before restyling. Right: after restyling; notice 

the major branch removal and a thinned top) 

Bonsai Garden Lake Merritt Donations 
BGLM would like to thank the following donors for contributions during the past 6 months of 2009. It is with the gracious 

donations of our benefactors that we continue to operate a premier bonsai garden. We also recognize at this time all the 

o continue to donate their time and expertise that allows us to open our doors, maintains

$100-250 

Barrymore, Susanne D. 

Brainerd, Walton K. 

Fung, Lucky 

Gould, Robert P. 

Mello, Michael J. 

Seely, Renee 

Tom, Gary 

Webber, Carolyn C. 

Bogner, Claudia 

Fung, Lucky 

Bay Area Satsuki Aikokai 

Schindler, Brian and Judy 

$500 + 

Hatasaka, Harry H. and Sadako

Shiba, Seiji 

 

$1,000 + 

Burhoe, Andrea
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BGLM would like to thank the following donors for contributions during the past 6 months of 2009. It is with the gracious 

donations of our benefactors that we continue to operate a premier bonsai garden. We also recognize at this time all the 

maintains the tree collection, 

Hatasaka, Harry H. and Sadako 

 

Burhoe, Andrea 
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HOBA Continues to Help in the Garden and Around the Lake

Volunteer crew gets instructions on work to be done around the BGLM supervised 

here by Andrea Burhoe. 
 

 
 

Thanks to the many volunteers we have 

newly added mulch to keep the weeds 

down. They have worked steadily on the 

path outside the garden as well.  

 

 

 

 

Sharing Bonsai Information with t
By Gordon Deeg 

Gordon Deeg and Kathy Shaner traveled to Austin, Texas over the Martin Luther King weekend to help volunteers for The 

Texas State Bonsai Exhibit (TTSBE) repot trees that have been donated to their collection.  

 

In 2000 a group of bonsai enthusiasts decide

Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt.  They incorporated,

facility.  Like the problems GSBF had, finding such

have a corporate, educational, or public sponsor such as the Huntington in Los Angeles or Weyerhaeuser in Seattle.  Initially

they approached the City of Austin about putting th

was believed that approval had been achieved

developing the site.  A year later the Parks and Recreation

another site without success (32 possible organizations were contacted), they purchased a potential site in Mustang Ridge, 
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HOBA Continues to Help in the Garden and Around the Lake

 
Volunteer crew gets instructions on work to be done around the BGLM supervised 

On the third Saturday of each month,

from HandsOn Bay Area (HOBA) celebrated Family 

Volunteering Day by working in the Sensory, Bonsai and 

Butterfly Gardens at the Gardens at Lake Merritt.

creates opportunities for people to volunteer, learn and 

lead in their communities, and strives to provide 

volunteers with a high-quality experience that fuels 

further action.  HOBA sends a group to the Gardens the 

third Saturday of every month.

information about the organization, please visit their 

website: www.hoba.org. 

 

 

 

Volunteers from HOBA have helped remove weeds, unw

and debris from around the Gardens of Lake Merritt. When next you visit the 

BGLM be sure to notice all the mulching work done in areas inside the garden. 

 

HOBA volunteers help remove trees and weed in the path leading up to the Garden.

Bonsai Information with the Texas State Bonsai Exhibit

Gordon Deeg and Kathy Shaner traveled to Austin, Texas over the Martin Luther King weekend to help volunteers for The 

Texas State Bonsai Exhibit (TTSBE) repot trees that have been donated to their collection.   

In 2000 a group of bonsai enthusiasts decided to start a Texas bonsai exhibit similar to the Golden State Bonsai Federation 

Merritt.  They incorporated, started to look for a suitable site and began to raise money to build the 

facility.  Like the problems GSBF had, finding such a site was very difficult.  Also, like the Garden at Lake Merritt they do not 

have a corporate, educational, or public sponsor such as the Huntington in Los Angeles or Weyerhaeuser in Seattle.  Initially

they approached the City of Austin about putting the exhibit in an underutilized part of the Zilker Botanical Gardens.  At first it 

achieved and a substantial amount of volunteer time was devoted to clearing and 

developing the site.  A year later the Parks and Recreation Department denied the request.  After continuing their search for 

another site without success (32 possible organizations were contacted), they purchased a potential site in Mustang Ridge, 
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HOBA Continues to Help in the Garden and Around the Lake 
the third Saturday of each month, a crew of volunteers 

from HandsOn Bay Area (HOBA) celebrated Family 

Volunteering Day by working in the Sensory, Bonsai and 

Butterfly Gardens at the Gardens at Lake Merritt.  HOBA 

creates opportunities for people to volunteer, learn and 

nities, and strives to provide 

quality experience that fuels 

HOBA sends a group to the Gardens the 

third Saturday of every month.  If you would like more 

information about the organization, please visit their 

Volunteers from HOBA have helped remove weeds, unwanted landscape items, 

from around the Gardens of Lake Merritt. When next you visit the 

BGLM be sure to notice all the mulching work done in areas inside the garden.  

 
HOBA volunteers help remove trees and weed in the path leading up to the Garden. 

he Texas State Bonsai Exhibit 

Gordon Deeg and Kathy Shaner traveled to Austin, Texas over the Martin Luther King weekend to help volunteers for The 

d to start a Texas bonsai exhibit similar to the Golden State Bonsai Federation 

raise money to build the 

he Garden at Lake Merritt they do not 

have a corporate, educational, or public sponsor such as the Huntington in Los Angeles or Weyerhaeuser in Seattle.  Initially 

e exhibit in an underutilized part of the Zilker Botanical Gardens.  At first it 

and a substantial amount of volunteer time was devoted to clearing and 

Department denied the request.  After continuing their search for 

another site without success (32 possible organizations were contacted), they purchased a potential site in Mustang Ridge, 
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Texas, a suburb of Austin.  An anonymous donor provided the down payment and a family trust holds the mortgage.  The site 

is being cleared and prepared for development. 

 

The weather in the Austin area can be difficult for bonsai.  Winter temperatures can vary from a low of   -1 to a high in the 

upper nineties.  Rainfall is generally spread out, averaging about 34 inches for the year.  Humidity is higher than California, 

which is good for the trees, but it can get very windy.  Rapid weather changes are not uncommon.  Average temperatures for 

the months of June, July, August and September are in the mid 90’s. 

 

Austin is located in central Texas on the Colorado River, northeast of San Antonio and situated on the Balcones Escarpment.  

The east side of the City is flat and the western part, the start of the Texas hill country.  The ground is primarily limestone rock 

with a thin coating of top soil.  Water and soil are very basic. 

 

The two main species of trees that are native to this area and used for bonsai are the ashe juniper and the cedar elms. A 

number of these two species have been donated to the TTSBE by - J. R. “Bill” Cody.  Dr Cody has for many years been a bonsai 

teacher and collector.  But due to advancing years, he is reducing his collection and has been donating his trees to the 

collection.  It was decided that these trees needed to be repotted and Kathy volunteered to supervise the repotting.  She 

talked to me about joining her as she did not think she could keep an eye on everybody at the same time.  Each of the donated 

trees has a foster parent and they were all encouraged to repot their own “child”.  It was expected that up to 12 foster parents 

would be repotting at the same time.  Most, if not all, had never been with Kathy when repotting a bonsai tree.  It was 

unfamiliar territory for Kathy.  Kathy does travel to Austin yearly for bonsai workshops and seminars, but it is always in October, 

which is too early for repotting. 

 

 The local urban legend is that ashe junipers (also called cedars by the local population) will die if they are repotted.  So most 

bonsaists do not collect or have them in their collections.  The collected junipers donated by Dr. Cody have nice shapes, good 

natural jin and shari, and a nice tight foliage.  The trunks are not as big as California or Sierra Junipers, but looking at them I felt 

they would be welcome additions to my collection.  When collected they were put into nursery containers using what looked 

to be local soil.  They have not been repotted since.  It was not known how long ago they were collected.   

 

We started repotting on Saturday morning at the location the trees were being held.  Kathy and I started the session with an 

introduction to repotting as we learned in Japan from Mitsuya.  Kathy worked the back part of the repotting and I worked the 

front.  In pulling the trees out of the pots I found that they all had very nice, shallow roots.  In talking with some of the Austin 

people, they said that was how they grow naturally.  I think this reflects the conditions in the Austin area, limestone with a 

layer of topsoil.  We bare rooted them removing all the fine clay material that most had around their base.  

 Kathy and I feel that the bonsai soil they use is a problem.  They do not use any Japanese soil components as it is prohibitively 

expensive for them to get.  Part of the problem, I think, is a Catch 22 situation, where nobody stocks it because nobody uses it.  

Mostly, I think, they use a mixture of lava rock (the same we use)  about 40%, a local shale type rock about 40%, and an organic 

material (probably a type of fir bark) that they sift from a large bag , taking only the middle portion.  We ran out of the organic 

material and Sheila Ward and I went to fetch some more.  Home Depot had nothing useable; Lowe’s had what we were 

looking for.  A material called Landscape Mix.  Shifting the bag resulted in about 20% of the original volume that we felt 

useable.  We also looked for other material that we in California sometime use in our mixes; such as charcoal, perlite, pumice, 

orchid fir bark, cocoa hulls, rice hulls, and vermiculite.  Nothing!  They do not carry such items in their stores.  And I thought we 

had it bad in finding useable bonsai soil.  One of the foster parents knew of an organic nursery and went to see if they had 

charcoal.  They did, but it took him over two hours of travel. 

 

All the 25 trees got repotted, the ashe junipers on Saturday and the cedar elms on Sunday.  They looked really good in their 

new pots with cleaned up soil, some trimming and nice positioning.  We, well, Kathy, gave some very specific instruction on 

repotting after care; good watering, not letting the soil dry out, putting the larger size Landscape Mix on top of the soil when 

the weather gets hot, and protect them from the wind.  I believe the foster parents learned a lot about repotting.  They were all 

very nice, and eager to see how “we” repot. 

 

The experience of traveling to Austin, meeting some very nice people, staying with Terry and Sheila Ward (transplanted 

Californians from Half Moon Bay), eating good food, and teaching with Kathy about bonsai was great.  Now we have our 

fingers crossed that the urban legend about ashe junipers dying after repotting is just that.  
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Golden State Bonsai Federation 
Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt 

P.O. Box 16176 
Oakland, CA 94610-6176 

 
Phone: 510.763.8409 
Website: http://www.gsbf-bonsai.org/lake-merritt
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