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The Winged Elm
Extract created while watching Kathy Shaner and team work on the tree.

In late May this year Kathy began working with some trees that were
recently donated to the BGLM. The garden wishes
wish to thank Joan
Scroggs for her contributions.
The elm was originally Shin Young’s favorite tree from her husband Carl
Young’s nursery in Lodi. It has not been repotted in many years
(estimated 5 plus years). Since this was to be a major rework of the
tree, the first effort was to defoliate it, to make it think it was dormant.

Calendar of Events

This is a
raft that
should
“float
above the
soil” thus
the pot
must not
be too
deep as to
show it
beauty.

July 19th–Windy Gilmore-Flute
July 21-Aug 16 - Tosh
Suburomaro Retrospective Display
July 26, 4th Sunday Demo Event:
Wiring an Old Grown Juniper
Aug 16–Music in the Garden
Aug 23–4th Sunday Workshop:
Bring You Own Bonsai Workshop
Sept.-1,3,4,5,7,8,9
Mitsuya workshops at the Garden
Oct. 5-Volunteer Appreciation
Day
Be sure to check our new website
for more updates on events in the
Garden: http://www.gsbfbonsai.org/lake-merritt/
Introducing Music in the Garden: A
musical program in the BGLM one
Sunday a month. July 19th is the kick
off of this special program. Check the
website for details on bios and times.
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The root
ball came
out of the
pot root
bound requiring substantial cutting.. It was nearly bare rooted. Used
chisel and hammer Kathy cut away old dead wood in the bottom of the
root area to allow room for future root growth. The upper layer of roots
are maintained but heavily trimmed.
A wire brush (pipe clearner brush) was used over all the cuts and shari
on the trunks. The wood below began to glow. Wood hardener was used
to preserve the shari areas. The team pulled out soft punky wood that
held moisture revealing the
he hard grain. Minwax was to be placed on
wood but it would not soak into wet wood. Water based hardners could
be used but there is a danger of killing live tissue.

The Collection-Connection
Collection

Garden Factoids
Thanks are given to the following
individuals or estates for the
donation of trees, pots, and other
supplies to the Garden.
Alex Austin, Linda Ferzoco, the
Estate of Betty Pitts, Fuji Bonsai
Club, Hollis Hardy, Joan Scroggs,
Richard Ramirez, Robbi Baham,
Havilland Thompson, Floyd Boyce,
John Castle, Bet Neary, Elizabeth
Stump, Erma Lindeman, Maggie
Brubaker, Ken McLeod.

Kathy cuts largest root areas.

More upper layer root cleaning

As names are made public we
hope to acknowledge gifts via
articles and announcements.
http://www.gsbfbonsai.org/lake-merritt/

GSBF Bonsai Garden at
Lake Merritt
Board of Directors

Andrea used pipe cleaner bush to clean
old cuts and shari.

Gordon Deeg – Chairman
Vacent – Recording Secretary
Laurie Feetham – Corresponding
Secretary
Andrea Burhoe – Treasurer
Bob Gould – Director of Facilities
Linda Soliven – Volunteer Coordinator,
Mammoth Fundraiser Event
Kathy Shaner – Curator
Jerry Carpenter – Newsletter/Website
Kay Hardy – Docent Scheduling
Al Hightower – Irrigation
Phyllis Swanson – Awards Coordinator &
Donor Registry
Gareth Shepherd– GSBF Liaison
Directors Emeritus
Walter Brainerd, Warren Clark, Bill
Hashimoto, John Planting,
Gene Kremer, Jim Ransohoff, Ray Thieme
The final cleaning reveals the glory of the raft.
Contact the editor of The CollectionConnection at gsbcnorth@gmail.com
bonsailakemerritt@gmail.com or
jcsf1090@comcast.net. Just specify in the
subject the newsletter title.

Several other small volunteer trees which may find their way to shohin,
were removed to give focus to the main tree. Soil mix for the tree was 4
parts Akadama, 2 parts Kiryuzuma, 1 part rice hauls, Super Phosphate and
some charcoal. The tree was set in the pot leaning towards to the viewer.
Come see #360 in its final pot. It is growing new leaves now and recovering
well.
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Director’s Corner: Gordon Deeg
This has been a very busy quarter for the Garden. It’s hard to determine
with which event to start. I think; however, the most important one is the
final approval from the IRS on the Educational Trust Fund. The fund complies
with the requirements for a 501(c)3 Trust. All donations are tax deductable
and all profits on earned income are tax free. The goal of the trust is to have
it grow until it reaches $2 Million dollars, at which time, the profits from the
trust will be used to fund the operation and maintenance of the Garden. We
are setting up a giving campaign in which Legacy giving will be a major part.
The City of Oakland and the Gardens at Lake Merritt celebrated a successful
50th anniversary event on June 6, 7. Many people donated their time and
energy in order that the Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt was presented as a
jewel of the larger garden. We had on-going demos, music, an interactive
children’s display, formal tokonomas, and a separate display at the garden center. We were able to
count 500+ visitors during Sunday. Thanks to all for your hard work.
If you have visited the garden recently, you will have found several marked out areas. These are
proposed redesign areas in the planning stages. Work is scheduled to be completed before the end of
summer. The development of the new shohin bonsai bench is scheduled for this fall.
Music is coming to the Garden on July 19th from 1 to 3 PM. Wendy Gilmore will by playing Solo
Shakuhachi music. This is a new program, if successful, will be followed by more in the future. The
Garden will host this month a tribute to Tosh Saburomaru by the Kusamura Bonsai Club which is
celebrating its 50th anniversary. Tosh was a wonderful leader in Bay Area bonsai for many years, and
help start the Kusamura Bonsai. Other Bay Area clubs are also participating with their Tosh trees.
We are re-initiating the 4th Sunday Demo’s/workshops, starting this month. Lawrence LeClair of BSSF
will start with a wiring demo and then Michael Pistello has agreed to head up the program beginning in
August. Thank you Mike, we are looking forward to this wonderful program getting started again.
Newsletter Subscription Form
Golden State Bonsai Federation – Collection-North: Collection-Connection
A Quarterly Publication focused on education and points of interest concerning the Collection North
One year Subscription - $5.00
Two year Subscription - $10.00
Cash
Check
Mail Subscription Form with Payment to:
Collecton-Connection
P.O. Box 16176, Oakland, CA 94610-6176
Please Print:
Date:
Amount Enclosed:
Full Name:
Address:

Telephone (Optional)
Email Address (Optional)
Your Club Affiliation (Optional)
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Tree of the Month: Maple Clump
By John Boyce

The maple clump, number 315, was donated by Jim Ransohoff early in 2009. The many trunks were of different
sizes and had some age to them. The trucks were stiff so wiring them would be of no use. They could only be
moved by the use of bamboo rods.
The problem presented here was how to
separate the trunks giving them movement back
to front and left to right. Not only was setting
the trunks important at this time but also the
tree was to be repotted at the same.
Kathy positioned the bamboo rods so that they
moved the trunks to a better position while not
anchoring any to the ground. With careful
placement and lots of know how Kathy put all
the trunks in a better position. Some bamboo
poles were braced against each other and all
were securely fastened.

A better view of the work to be done.
A study of the new front was had to
be done and marked so that work
could begin.

Final form on display in
the garden

Be sure to look at space and position
of the trunks from all sides. The tree
may change greatly as they move.

Be sure to get help.

The tree was set to repot because it was dormant. This procedure was begun
and then Kathy discovered that the roots could be much improved. She had
some maple seedlings handy and so proceeded to do some toot grafting. By
inserting the seedling through holes that she drilled in the base, they were
brought up under the tree and the tips were allowed to grow on the opposite
side of the root base.
The entire procedure took several hours and the people watching were spell
bound. This lesson proved that by knowing what to do and how to do it
successfully greatly impressed us all. Snap shots were taken of the entire
procedure and are in the file number 315. Seeing the photos is one thing but
actually seeing the action involved is a real thrill.
The bamboo is wired at its ends and
then the ends are carefully wrapped
around the trucks.
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BGLM Participates in the 50th Anniversary Jubilee of
the Gardens at Lake Merritt
On Saturday, June 6 and Sunday, June7 the Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt participated in the Gardens at Lake
Merritt’s 50th Anniversary with music, art, gardening demonstrations, food and fun. The gardens make up seven
acres of specialized gardens that have become an urban treasure.
On Saturday night we kept the garden open late till sunset allowing donors and contributors to visit and admire the
many areas of the gardens. On Sunday a large group of garden volunteers pulled together to have live demos,
docents for various areas, exhibit setup and take-down, as well as many other activities.
Bob Gould wishes to thank: John Edwards, John Boyce, Seiji Shiba, Chuck Nold, Mike Mello, Janice Dilbeck, Francis
Noles, J. D. Lin, Lu Bedard, Eorl Carlson, Felix Rivera, Linda Soliven, Gordon Deeg, Andrea Burhoe, Jerry
Carpenter, Bob Gould, Jay McDonald, Carl Osterholm, Jeanette Arnold, Gary Tom and Brian Schindler.
(Sorry to those we missed, but you too are appreciated).

Linda Soliven put together a wonderful interactive display for the
children visiting the garden complete with investigation sheets.

Gary Tom and Brian Schindler get swamped
during their demos on tree pruning.

Asian flute music provided by Masayuki Koga wafted from the
garden to fill the bonsai garden with melodious tunes.

John Edwards gets lots of questions while
cleaning up the Kingsville Boxwood.

The Tokonoma displays were
cleaned to display a wonderful set of
trees and suiseki. The visitors were
in awe seeing these displays and
had with many questions about the
rocks and trees. The pictures below
were taken late on Saturday to
catch all the fantastic shadows in
the formal displays.
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EDU- Yasuo Mitsuya, Bonsai Master from Japan &
FUN
Event Kathy Shaner, Bonsai Master and Curator
September 1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9
Yasuo Mitsuya, a Master of Gendai (contemporary style form of Bonsai training) in Japan, is an
internationally renowned bonsai master who has been teacher to many students in California and
other states such as Kenji Miyata, Kathy Shaner, Dennis Makishima, Cheryl Manning, Boon, David
DeGroot, and Gordon Deeg. In Japan, he is known as the "Bonsai Doctor". After a two year absence
he returns to California.
Kathy Shaner, the first non-Japanese citizen to be honored with the title of Bonsai Master by the
Nippon Bonsai Kyodo Kumiai, served a 5 year apprenticeship with Sensei Mitsuya. Continuing to share
the talents of her mentor, she is the Curator for the Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt and teacher of
many students throughout the United States.
The presence of both Yasuo Mitsuya and Kathy Shaner sharing a full week of their knowledge and
artistic skills as well as practical and specialized techniques of bonsai and bonsai related topics is an
opportunity not to be missed.

Seminar and Workshop Topics Featured
Day 1 Sept 1 Tue A Day at the Garden with Mitsuya
$50 Max 20 slots
10AM-3PM - Bring your own lunch and work in the Garden with the Master doing tasks
within the Garden.

Day 2

Sept 3 Thu

Difficult Styles (Cascade, Chokan - Formal Upright)

$110 12 slots
9AM-5PM - What is behind the styles of trees and which types of trees work in these
categories.

Day 3

Sept 4 Fri

The Trouble with Troublesome Trees Seminar

$130 w/tree 12 slots $110 Observers w/o tree (We can only accommodate 12 trees)
9AM-5PM - Hornbeam (Inushide soro, carpinus tschonoskii), Ume Modoki (Ilex serrata),
Kuchi Nashi (Gardenia radicans), White Pine (Pinus parviflora), Sugi (Cryptomeria), Needle
Juniper (Tosho, Juniperus rigida). Bring your troublesome tree for advice. Your type of tree
doesn't have to be listed here to be discussed. Lunch provided.

Day 4

Sept 5 Sat Tree Transformation Workshop
$130 w/tree 12 slots, $60 Observers w/o Tree
9AM-5PM - The Master will assess your tree. Attendees will learn the skills to make the
transformation of their own tree. Lunch Provided.

Day 5

Sept 7 Mon What the Heck do I do with This Tree Seminar
$110 12 slots, $60 Observers
9AM-5PM - Watch the Master work on trees from the Garden reserve area as he talks about
their styling opportunities. Later, each participant will get an unknown tree to discuss future
design possibility. (This technique was well received at his Eldorado seminar years ago.)
This will help students learn to assess a tree.

Day 6

Sept 8 Tue The Art of Display at Show and Home
$110 20 slots
9AM-5PM - Watch as Mitsuya creates a display and directs you to do the same with a tree
out of the Garden. Learn to appreciate your bonsai in your home. Make your own scroll and
take it with you. Suggestions on show timing. Learn to represent the correct season in your
Tokonoma display.
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Day 7

Sept 9 Wed Working on Garden Old Growth/New Growth Trees
$90 12 slots work/w Mitsuya, $60 Observers
9AM-5PM Watch and work with Mitsuya as he works on the Mas Imazumi Pine #262, super
large twisted Pomegranate #112, Daimyo Oak #115. "How do you get the leaves smaller?"

General Procedures
Question session at the end of each day. Bring your own clean, disinfected tools and wire.
Trees should be in a bonsai pot; no raw material, mature trees only.
Box Lunch will be provided every day except Sept 1. Coffee/Tea/Water provided.
Caution: The Bay Bridge will be closed July 4-7, Please plan accordingly when commuting to the
BGLM.
Hotel Suggestions: Belleview Club, Lake Merritt Hotel
Registration forms and class information are available online at our website. For questions concerning
the event please call Andrea Burhoe: 415.824.9315 or our office during open hours.

BGLM Wants to Thank Our 2008 Fiscal Year Donors
The Garden is grateful to those who contribute time, money and trees to the collection. In our fiscal year of 2008
we acknowledge the following donors and greatly appreciate their continued assistance:
$0-500
Stratton, Robert A.
Oshima, Moses J.
Leonard, Russell C.
Boyles, Judie M.
Carpenter, James C
Carso, Patricia
De Marco, Ralph and Joanne
Dunlop, Arthur and Norma
Jumper, Gerald B.
Messer, Shirley A.
Oakes, Richard T.
Rien, Howard and Dixie
White, Elaine M.
Shimo, Fred T.
Blevins, Richard
Carlson, Frederick J.
Ermann, Donald
Fischer, Charlene
Hasling, James P. and Ellen
Hillside Gardeners of Montclair
Leisz, Douglas R.
Lynch, Eugene F.
Massie, Elizabeth F.
Meyer, Sandra and Burton
Milne, Katherine K.
Okamoto, Mary Nobuko
Scott, Liane
Staaf, Linda J.
Thompson, Haviland
Washino, Robert K.
Wong, Darren J.
Gunn, Jeffrey G
Cherry Blossom Festival
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Hasling, John
Chancellor, Joy
Anonymous
Austin, Richard
Barrymore, Susanne D.
Bay Area Satsuki Aikokai
Brubaker, Margaret E
Carpenter, Gerald E.
Clark, Warren D.
Dilbeck, Janice L.
East Bay Bonsai Society
Feetham, Laurie
Flynn, David B.
Gould, Robert P.
Hardy, Alan
Ishizaki, Ruth
Iwaki, Steven H.
Key, Candace
Kieckhefer, Sally
Kitagawa, Rose
Lancaster, Jane K.
Lukrich, Ivan M.
Moore, Gilda H.
Pitts, Betty J.
Sachs-Kessler, Norma
Santa Cruz Bonsai Kai
Soliven, Linda I.
Tenet Healthcare
Traina, Angelo R.
T & T Solar Service Co.
Atherton Garden Guild
Left Bank - Santana Row
Page, Mike
Seely, Renee J

Ingram, Christopher B.
Grove Way Bonsai Nursery
Neary, Elizabeth A.
Sei Boku Bonsai Kai, Inc.
Tom, Gary
Gallagher, Charles P
Ransohoff, James
Webber, Carolyn C.
Swanson, Phyllis S.
$500-1000
Voelker, Beverly G.
Bonsai Society of San Francisco
$1000-10,000
Community Foundation of the
Napa Valley
Drowley, D. D. and Sylvia
Ferzoco, Linda T.
Loughry, Alex
Anonymous Public Donation
Burhoe, Andrea
Golden State Bonsai Federation
California Shohin Society
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Golden State Bonsai Federation
Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt
P.O. Box 16176
Oakland, CA 94610-6176
Phone: 510.763.8409
Website: http://www.gsbf-bonsai.org/lake-merritt

SAVE the DATE: The Mammoth Fundraiser is scheduled for February 27, 28, 2010.
We are accepting donations for sale and auction of bonsai and pots for the event.
Consignment and donations will be accepted. Details will be on our website soon.
Please check out the newly remodeled Garden website at http://www.gsbfbonsai.org/lake-merritt/ . New program information is being posted regularly and
events are being created for upcoming months that may not have made it into this
publication.
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